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Weed seedlings are best managed when

they are still young and small. Although it

RaiSing a P|g fOI’ Meat is much harder to identify a weed during

its beginning growth stages, the extra time

By Cindy Einspahr, Natural Resources Con- an( effort to learn will be well worth it for
servation Service, Adams County better weed management

Raising a few pigs at home can be a fun Continued on page 4
family project or 4H youth project, and can
produce fresh meat for your freezer.
Raising one hog twice a year will producg
enough meat for a family of four.

Continued on page 2
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Raising a Pig for Meatontinued from page 1

Shelter and Fencing

Plan ahead before you bring a pig home. Pigs
need protection. In warm weather, they need a
place that is dry and protected from the sun. In
cold weather, pigs also need a dry place that is
protected from the cold and wind. Size the pen
to accommodate the pig as it grows. Pigs need
enough space to move around comfortably.

If you keep pigs outside, be sure to provide a
shelter for protection from the sun. Pigs have
sweat glands on their snouts only, and will sun-
burn and over heat quickly. You may start out
with a nice white hog but it will soon turn pink in
the sun!

Fencing for pigs is an important consideration.
You may use a permanent, woven wire fence
with a board around the bottom to discourage
digging, or you can use temporary moveable
electric fencing systems if you train the pigs to it.
A moveable fencing system is nice because it al-
lows you to move the pigs around so you can
clean up manure and bedding.

Whatever housing and fence system you use,
make sure it is pig tight and they cannot get out
because they will escape if they can. Pigs are
very intelligent animals, if there is a weak place
Ay GKS LISys (GKSe gAftf
got loose, ate my flowers and chased a delivery
man. Catching a pig is not an easy task and is
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best avoided!

Water

A pig will drink about one to two gallons of wa-
ter a day. Clean, fresh water should be available
at all times. There are many types of automatic
waterers available, or you can simply provide a
tub of water. If a water tub is used, be sure to
secure it firmly, as pigs will root under it and spill
it. We just made a waterer out of PVC pipe, put
a little nipple on the pipe, and closed up the end.

Buying a Pig
L 2dQff ySSR G2 (y2s
female that has had piglets. A gilt is a female
that has not had piglets. A boar is an intact
male, and a barrow is a castrated male. For a

feeder pig, you will want a gilt or a barrow.

Pigs can be bought from a local breeder, sale
barn, or my favorite, Craigslist! Expect to pay $1
per pound for each piglet.

Feeder pigs are purchased as weaned piglets at
six to eight weeks old when they are cute little
animals, weighing about 40 pounds. The hog
should have already been dewormed. Piglets
should look and be healthy and in good condi-
tion when purchased. Choose one with bright
eyes, alert nature, and a healthy appetite. | use
a dog crate to take my piglets home.
RIdZAK3{SNDa&

Raising a Pig for Meatontinued on page 3

0K

S

a

¢
~

LJA



Raising a Pig for Meatontinued from page 2 When pigs reach six months of age and weigh around
220 to 280 Ibs, they are ready for market. Be think-

Food ing about how you want to sell them. My brother

To reduce stress for your new pigs in the first few  does a private treaty and drops his pigs off at the lo-

weeks, try to provide them with the same feed they cal packaging plant. The consumer can tell the plant

were used to from their previous home. Introduce  how to process the pig. Look for processing plants in

new feeds gradually by mixing the feeds until the the phone book. Make sure they are federally in-

pigs adjust. And you may want to consider medi-  spected.

cated feed at the beginning to give your pig a good

start. Medicated feed generally contains vitamins,  Also think about what you will haul them in. You

probiotics, and minerals. Growing pigs need a well  cannot just pick them up and put them is the back of

balanced diet that will supply the right amount of the pickup. | put my pigs in my horse trailer to haul

protein, energy, vitamins and minerals. The younger them.

the pig the higher percentage of protein is required.

Corn and soybeans can be a good source of protein. | think keeping a pig is easy and enjoyable. If | can do

Young pigs, up to 77 pounds, need about 16% pro- it, anyone can!

tein in their diet. On average, a 40 pound pig will eat

2.75 pounds of 16% protein feed per day and gain  Resources:

1.10 pounds per day. Raising Livestock, CSU Extension Adams County
http://www.colostate.edu/Dept/CoopExt/Adams/sa/
As the pig grows, it will require less protein. Pre- livestock.htm

mixed feeds are available which provide for the
needs of pigs at various stages of growth. They will Raising Pigs at Home, UMH Extension,

be labeled Starter, Grower, and Finisher feed. | also http://extension.unh.edu/Agric/AGDLEP/docs/
feed table scraps, garden waste and other food pigraise.pdf
waste, cookies, and candy, to my pigs. Never feed

pigs raw meat though. But remember that food g
waste is just an extra treat. Pigs also need quality e
feed.

Care /" ( & i '

All pigs have internal parasites, such as round worms, b \ A K\ \ '

which must be controlled for the pig to grow and
perform at its best. Young pigs are usually dewormed i\
about one week after weaning and twice more at 30 )
day intervals. Treat for worms once at about30
pounds and again at 100 pounds. It is important to
read and follow the directions on the dewormer la-
0St® 1tazzs R2y QG RSg2N¥ (.

Clean the pen frequently to help reduce the need for [ SEEs
additional antibiotics and medication. Remember, ] B
LIA3& gAfft adle OtSly AT
They will designate an area for eating, sleeping, and
manure. Keep the pen dry to reduce odors and clean
it regularly. Also this will help cut down on flies. Al-
ways provide free choice feed and water.


http://www.colostate.edu/Dept/CoopExt/Adams/sa/livestock.htm
http://www.colostate.edu/Dept/CoopExt/Adams/sa/livestock.htm
http://extension.unh.edu/Agric/AGDLEP/docs/pigraise.pdf
http://extension.unh.edu/Agric/AGDLEP/docs/pigraise.pdf

Early Weed Detectiomontinued from page 1 products with 2,4D (2,4D alone will not control
kochia because it has become resistant to it).

| will focus on three prolific weeds that you will be

seeing come up soon in March and April, Kochia, Cheatgrassa.k.a. Downy BromeéBfomus tecto-

Cheatgrass, and mustards. rum) is a winter annual weed. Grasses typically
germinate in late summer or early fall, go through
a semidormant state through winter, and are usu-
ally the first grass to green up in early spring
(March and April). By June, these grasses have al-
ready set seed! At maturity, the prickly seedheads
are a nuisance to livestock and pets. The thin
dense dryed grass also becomes a fire hazard.
Treat it when its youngWechanical Treatment
Hand pulling or tillage will provide effective control
if done prior to seed set (June).
Chemical TreatmenHerbicides can control cheat-
grass but timing and application rate is important
a2 @2dz R2y Qi Ay 2dz2NBE & dzZNNEP
According to Larimer County

Early Weed Detectiocontinued on page 5

Top and Bottom Kochia seedlings
Right:Kochia seed head

Kochia(Kochia scoparjas an annual weed which

typically germinates in March and flowers from

July to September. Plants become tumbleweeds in

fall and winter and the seeds are viable for two to

three years. This weed is common in dryland and

irrigated agricultural fields, rangeland, and road-

sides.

Treat it when its youngWlechanical Treatment

Young kochia plants can be browsed by livestock,

tilled, and hand pulledChemical TreatmentAp-

ply herbicide when plants are six inches tall or

smaller. According to Larimer County Weed Dis- Top:Young Cheatgrass
trict, use dicamba (Vanquish, Banvel, and others) Bottom: Mature Cheatgrass with seed head
or Vista, or any of the many premixes of these
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